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This KIDS COUNT data book examines national and statewide 
trends in the well being of the nations children. Statistical portraits are 
based on 10 indicators of well being: (1) percent of low birth weight babies; 

(2) infant mortality rate,* (3) child death rate,* (4) rate of teen deaths by 
accident, homicide, and suicide; (5) teen birth rate,* (6) percent of teens 
who are high school dropouts; (7) percent of teens not attending school and 
not working; (8) percent of children living in families where no parent has 
full-time, year-round employment; (9) percent of children living in poverty; 
and (10) percent of families with children headed by a single parent. Among 
the findings, the data book shows that between 1990 and 1999, all but one 
state saw an increase in the percent of low birth weight babies, and all but 
four states had an increased percent of families with children headed by a 
single parent. The percent of teens who are high school dropouts was 
unchanged in the nation as a whole and decreased in 24 states. The remaining 
seven indicators showed improvement. The bulk of the data book is comprised 
of national and state profiles. These profiles include information on 
demographics, education, economics, child health, children in low- income 
working families, trend data, and national rankings for each indicator. Three 
appendices provide standard scores and national rankings, multi-year trend 
data for KIDS COUNT indicators, and multi-year national composite ranks. 
Definitions, data sources, criteria for selecting KIDS COUNT indicators, and 
contacts for specific state projects conclude the data book. (KK) 
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to low-income borrowers, refusing to pur- State unemployment insurance (UI) ben- 

chase mortgages from lenders who engage efits often are unavailable to low- income 

in abusive practices, and locating victims of workers because they hold part-time or tern- 

predatory lending practices and helping them porary jobs and, therefore, don’t accumulate 

renegotiate inflated mortgages and fees. sufficient hours to meet many states’ eligibility 
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We also need to encourage active partici- equation means helping parents get, keep, 
pation and involvement by noncustodial par- and advance in jobs. It means helping them 

ents, who, in most cases, are fathers. It is develop new skills, build and maintain finan- 

important to note that the number of federal cial assets, and sustain economic progress 

and state policies, programs, and resources through tough times. It also means developing 
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The data on the following pages present a that are reflected in each of the national rates 

rich but complex picture of American children. for the 10 key indicators used to rank states. 

Some dimensions of well-being improved, This table underscores that fact that despite 

some worsened, and some showed little the positive trends in the 1990s, thousands 

change. At the national level, seven of the of children die every year, and millions are at 
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be more complicated than it first appears. racial and ethnic group, although the 1999 

Further complicating the picture is the fact rates for African-American children (37 

that a black/white differential persists at all deaths per 100 , 000 ) and American Indian 

ages, incomes, and educational levels . 44 children (30 deaths per 100 , 000 ) were nearly 



m -fj 

§• S 

s s 

oo wo 
5 x 



QJ 



— X 

c s 

3 b 

'c 



X 

u 



,0 2 



x 
, C 

d> 

E w 

w « o 

y a) x 

Q. 

OJ 3 
C «3 5,5 

O w « 

£ 5 
> 

> O - 
O Oh X 
TO 

C Tf 2 

QJ ^ 

C •O u 

a -2 s 
1 ^ 
-s 8 2 

£ -2 1 



A oo 
G * X 

^ b f 

(u 1 ) d> 
to > T) 

■s u 

.£ TO 

r- 1 W 



4 . Tl « 



3 .oo vj £ 



o 

X 



d> X 

£ 3 
8 | 

£ 



c 

P 

d> 

x 



x 
u 
3 
£ 
C s- 



CD OJ 

I- 

Vi 



« V. X 



« 2 2 •§ 
x >. x 
u T 5 H 



<u 

X 



Vi 



S 5/3 

X b 

.sp S 

•C C 



X> 

o 



* a 3 

aS“ 
tS c t 

d> d> d> 

■° S3 5 

2 "3? c 

60 2 5 

c 2 i 

as* 



d> 03 

G 



d> 

03 

X 

X 

to 

<u 

a 



w X J_ ' 
W X 
2 d> 



x d> to e 



d> 
l " H £ 
£ - 
o a; 

^ o 

V) c 

d> C 
00 * 
c o 

\r\ 



2 « 2 
00 u X 

« w U 



2 CL> 

a ■S 

X 2 

c X 

“I 

<u 

vi 



o 

CL) 

X 

C 

d) 

d> 

X 



A X 



c o 

C § 



X d) 

x a 

^ VI 

X X 

3 TO 

X d> 
O X 



d) d) 

s | 

£ o 

X £ 

C JQ 



c 

oo 

c 

o 

£ 



> o 



2 

c 



^ os 
O 



o <u 

U u, 
O d> 
X X 

6 * 
X c/i 
X d> 
.op X 

*53 C 

G 3 

oo £ 

e £ 

o 



vT 2 

£ x 

d> — 

3 *2 

O G 
t-c os 

a „ 



TO 

tl 



d) u 
x ^ 

I vi 



X d) 

■ 2 P o 



c * c 

CL) rt ,03 

a « ^ 

d> to ■- 

a 



d> d> 

8 i 

V 



X 

c 

o 

u 



X 
o 
£ 

c 

£ 'sp 
c x 

5 - d) 
00 u 



O d) 
X > 
x 

op x: 

’5 o 
c *-* 

d> ^ 

E ^ 

o x 
u — ' 

C V? 



C 3 Vi 
C 3 
d) 



o G — X — 



U— i 

O 


"0 


c 

X 


d> 


TO 

X 


2 * w 
^ vi 


TO 

X 


G 

d) 

X 


£ 

2 


TO 


1 


CD 

X 


CJ 

3 

Vi 


>. d) 

2 TO 
TO b* 


b 


Vi 

d> 

l-c 



c 

p 

d> 

X 



d) 

T 3 



00 d) 

£ -G 
.£ o 



2 X VI 
X c ° 

vi rt 



b 3 
uh 2 P 

d) x 



vT 2 

£ 2 
fa U 

£ 

o ° 

■o E 
8 , a 

X c 

d) — 

> ~o 

d) X 
T3 rn 

>. N 

P M 

> C 



rt 

cu 

T 3 

U-, 

O 

d) 

Vi 

□ 

rt 

u 



X) 

CD 

O 

> 

c 

d) 

X 



d) C 3 
J= -G 
to 

c 

X TO 

c x: 

TO X 

£ d) 

o o 
2 £ 



* TO * ^ « 



U 
^ d) 

. 2 . x 

TO d) 

^ >, 
TO TO 



O TO 00 

I-s | 

qj X 
C C 
TO 

a; a id 

t-i rq — 

1 1 
TO 0 
§ 8 
TO d> 



d) 

X 



£s M 
’£ « 
o x 



d> x 

c ^ 
C o 

CU g 



o 

c 

V 

a 3 

a 

c 

d) 

T 3 

‘0 

u 

TO 

JL) 

X 



X 5 2 
£ X 

o u 
•*- o 

>. VO 

X 3 ^ 

§ b 1 

S f 
o 



X 5 

C , 
TO d> 

■ X CJ 
C C 
— d> 

c 

TO qj 



s. .2 



O X 

.& TO 

*-* d) 

d) 1-H 

-G ,p 



G 

d) 

r 2 
& ;s 

0 > 

— c 

TO 

2 2 

1 % 

tJ o 
•p o 

G O 

d) 3 

I 5 

C> TO 



d) 



c 

a I 

£ 1 
° ^ 
K S 

U <-* 
d) - 
_Q G\ 



X o 

I 8 

— O 

^ 2 



b 

U 

d> 



a 

c 

d) 

£ 

tJ 

TO 

a 






X 3 

£ 



•o VJ 
G TO 
TO 3 

H O 

O | 

S -p 
oo sG 
TO H 



d) 

oo 

TO 



d) 

X 

C 

3 



C\ 
Jr; C\ 
£ On 
Cl i-h 



b v> o 
V 



d> 

m 53 

ON CO 
r- toj 



b to 

.2 S 
Q x 

d) o 

•G a; 

C § 



T 5 

d) <M 



00 

c 



o 

s £ 

o' X) 

O TO 
t-H d) 



d) 

a 



tJ u 

TO -3 2 

a 2 rt 

d> £ A! 

2P S .a 

TO oo x 

d) 



ai 



oo 

c 



O 5 

1 - 
7 j c 

d> — 

T3 vi 



d) 2 
X ^ 
d) X 



b 



c 

d> 

VI GO 



d) 

X 

H 



> in 



2 

TO 

X 



Q T 3 

d) 



b > 

1 § 
I § 



* a 

w <u 

c — 
% c 

G TO 
d> - 

> .3 

2 -G 

a £ 
£ x 
— o 
.3 O 

P o 



TO 

S 2 

1 1 

1 ^ 

c c 

d) oo 

•G nt* 



d> 

XJ 



b NT 
TO »— 1 
O 



d) 

3 
XJ 
^ TO 
Vi U 



d> 



TO R ^ 

§ ° « 

U Vi _ 

>s « -S 
*G rt 
TO o 2 

" «Q 



TO 3 

st 3 

— , xj ^ 
TO d) 52 



G\ 

CN ^ 

as > 

*-* o 



o v 



£ 

a 

or 



8 

a 

-o 



o 

co 



d) 

> 

cu 



TO 

a> 

x 

.£ 

d> 



G £ > 

X 3 b ^ 
Xto 



Vi 

TO -Q 

gv X 

s; ^ 

^ oo 
c c 

Z Z 

X o 

TO V 

d) x 

22 o 
& .o •§ 



“ | 

o b 



iO 

co 



o 

© 

«3 

£ 

3 

© 

w 

w 



2 CO 



ERiC 




eScngpcogfl poo ZtoGEcrmg fl § 




SOURCE: Innocenti Research Center, 2001, Child Deaths by Injury in Rich Nations, United Nations Children’s Fund, UNICEF, Florence, 
Italy, p. 6, Figure 1, February. 



children in this age range, down from 31 Rate of Teen Deaths by Accident, Homicide, 

deaths per 100,000 in 1990. Between 1990 and Suicide fell from 71 deaths per 100,000 

and 1999, the Child Death Rate decreased teens in 1990 to 53 deaths per 100,000 in 

in 45 states and the District of Columbia, 1999, a drop of 25 percent. This measure 

was unchanged in 4 states, and increased improved among all racial and ethnic groups 
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array of risky behaviors, including sexual and 1999 . The Teen Birth Rate in 1999 ranged 

activity .” 59 The efficacy of this principle was from a low of 11 births per 1,000 females ages 

demonstrated in the Casey Foundation’s 15 to 17 in New Hampshire to a high of 45 

Plain Talk initiative . 60 births per 1,000 in Mississippi. 

Nationally, the Teen Birth Rate fell from 
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The Federal Interagency Forum on Chil- percent in 1990 to 25 percent in 1999 — a 17 ‘ 
dren and Families recently noted two trends percent improvement. During that period, this 

in this indicator. First, much of the decline in measure improved in 41 states and the Dis- 

the percentage of children living in families trict of Columbia, worsened in 7 states, and 

without a securely employed parent is attrib- was unchanged in 2 others. Among the states, 



ERIC 



G 

d> 

X 

d> 

a 



d> 

a 

VO 
u-, 

O 
£ 

-2 nr 

ci ^ 

C O ^ 

o c -2 
X To £ 

XJ X 
& « > 
u, 

0J c ^ 

§ « x> 

S»|S 
& s s 

ON -S ,2 



w -p c 
g t; x — 

. « C w 

ip CL, X <L> 

to ^ £ 



u g 

3 P 
co __ 



S -a 

o 



,C ^ X o 



£ 5 

•= o 



H Tj 
do 

C 

3 

JO 



^°3 

s > 

:ges 



d> c 

■S 8 



d) 

a 



o 



c 

a> 



d> X 

X u 



u o 

cn ju 
3 X 

£ g 

a> '« 

> d> 
O T3 

a c 

w 3 

3 -S o 



d> 

X 



d> 

-C 



d> 

X 



OJO 

c 

o 

£ 



XJ 

cl 



d) 

JO 

H 



TO 

C 

G 

O 

Ui vO 

s s 

^ Cs 



■S3 U 
O ~ 
G Gs 
c Os 
_ao 

00 ^ 
C G 

'co 

o c 

d) § 
00 2 
cl i 

4-1 t-H 

C cl 
d) d) 

O >s 



c 

aj 

2 

IS 



df 



xj 

OJ 



c 

<u 

u 

Cl 

a 



G 

d> 

cf 

o 

O 

G 

-O ® 
d> 



>> 

X 

XJ 

d) 

G 



u d> 

-g 

.2 § 
•5 c 



cl 
d) 

X 
CO — 



cl 

£ 

d> 

x 

c 

?! 
d> ci 

3 d 



dJ , 
00 
XJ 
G 
CQ 

T3 

C 



C 

d> 

C 

d> 

00 

d 

c 

d 



HJ </5 
G 



w •O H 

§ -g 

d d 



cu 

1 ° 

c/3 

- H 
u hJ 

£ w 

O X 



X 

O -a 3 

S o 
o -c 

co 

d) d) 

x b 
H -S 



^ % 
js: 1 

°°~ c 

rO d> 

t-h t— 

[O 

.22 3 

u u 
c o 

1 1 

6 2 
a -j 

c *g 

d> 

H d> 

3 § 

JS o 

f — 1 

c e 

O 



| « 
•s £ 

22 w 
d> 

J^ rt 

S .§ 



aj 

§ s s 

a u E 

vi . -r 

c/> fc 



a O 



d> P 

E to 
o *o 



2 X> G 
to ^ x 

b g w 
> -S o 
o ^ ° 

w /) 



c ^ 

rt G2 

E >. 

d> 

2 -u K. 



u a 

G C3 
Vi X5 
rt C 
d) 

E t /5 



d) 

k. Vi 

■i Si. « 

■S 13 ’g 



a 3 

o 

U 

c 



.S 



c 

E c 

2 jj 
jE 

u w 

o 

o c 
o w 

Oh « 
^ J^ 



.«2 u 

^ O 
*« o 



d) > ■» 



X) E = 



d> d> 

£ -G 



"O CTJ 

5 a 

C3 

^ d> 

g-5 

Si s 

6 > 



Cd v* 



>N 

E 

cs d) 
U X) 
rt 



W Vh 

■8! 
« G 
XJ 

^ c3 
.fP 



a 

oo 

c 

15 



a O m 



S ^ 

E oo < 

C -3 

G J^ G 

(U u O 

cx -£ Z 



U 

" I 

o 



C3 .= 

a c 

d) 



«r g 
.2 ^ 
is 

£ •£ 



oo 

c 

o 

u 

o 

< 



oo 

c 



C 2 

G3 IE 

^ F 
> B 

O p 

a § 
d) Uh 

■s t 



u 

_c 

d> 

P 

6 

u 

d) 

X! 

d) 

> 



C3 

Cl 

d> 

c 

o 



c 

d> 

u 

d> _ 

Cl co 

cd 
d> 



(N 

cT 

cs 2 



C\ 

C\ 

Os 

>N 

CQ 



5 C 

6 £ 
d> 4> 
X X) 

W O 

5 oo 
^ c 
o 



c 

d> X 



Cl u 

Ui 

o 



oo 

c 



O 13 



d> d> 
u b 
G 3 

5 .sp 

‘C ^ 
<u — 
a 2 
>< c 



,o -5 



d) D ci d 



a 

£- .5 

w y 

CTj 

X 



a> .2 ^ o c 



G G 

oo .5 

O “ 



u 

c 

d> 

oo 

CTS 



d> 

> 
o 

X 

CCJ 

w £ 
> c 

o ~ 

£ w 

X 

c w 

f 3 , p 



d> 

d) c 
G o 



G cl 

Si £ 

o o 



— : 2 . u 



D d) 

a s s 



<D 

X 

o 

d) 

X 



c 

d> 

u 

Uh 

d> 

a 



rO 



“ S' " 

b d) ^ 

^ o •§ 

— a X 

2 ^ 

df -§ 00 £ 

e £ | $ 

V C *G u 

X OJ o d) 

G G > X 

^ 2 ^ E 
X C G 
.3 U d> C 



% X) 
O d> 

II 

o 

CO (/} 
in 



Hi 

a oo S 

C OC 

p 



o 

,d> Cl 



o 

C 
O 
XJ 

c 

QJ 
cl cl 
a ■£ 
"8 HS 

a ^ 

£ (u 

d> > 



to q 

X c 

G u 
co cl 

"o 

X 
u 



d> 

c 

d> 

X 



^ £ 

Cl <u 

£ « (5 

d) O XJ 
g ‘5b c 
So 3 

g O o 



d> d) 
> G 
O XJ 



c 

d> 

XJ 

c 

d) 

a 

d> 

XJ 



cl 



X 

V-^ 

o 

d) 

£ 



<U ■£; 






^ 3 



o vd 



2 ^ ■' « 2 
X x to ^ 



£ g 

O XJ 



.. o 

3 a 
oo d> 
cu sz 



o o 

CO 

c 

o 



cl ^ 

00 x 

<D S 

G ^ 

2 xj 
•S d> 

co .E 
d) u 

2 o 

G co 
XJ % 
d) 03 



X 

U 

. 

C ° 
d> *s 

E g 

u 

p ^ 

5 « 

c 



df 

£ 

P 

3 

x 

co 

cl 

K 

c 

aj 



o 

X OJ X 






XJ — 
C cl 
cl C 
W O 
C X 
d) cl 

£ Z 

o 

a 



o 

m 

E 

& 

XJ 

<u 

G 

3 

d> 

XJ 

c 

d) 

E 

>. 

o 

a 

E 

w 







CO 

.2 


XJ 




c 




3 


b 


S 


E 


X 


0 


d 




S 


X 




& 


c 




i 






CO 



eSa^paga pens ZtocjmLg fl § 



S 

OCD 

"© 

s 

OD 

Ofb 

"© 

e 

© 

ib 

© 



o 





« 

@ 

@ 

« 

C=> 

g 

3 

@ 

w 



1 

S 



a 

3 

3 



O 

o 

o 



0 U. 

j~ <u 
c p 

M 5 

<i 2 c 
. v 
>? x 



QJ 

E u 

8 2 
C 3 

— a 
5 E 
S 2 



^ T U !/5 



y jc 

2 * 
C3 _,” 

, ^ 6 
CL> 



o 2 

c c 
CL> 2 
X = 
C '3 

<L> 3 

& c° 

X CM 



V <V 

c 
o 

V 



VO 

r- 

C\ 



■= P e -S 



^ o 

-a o 
<u o 

co CM 



X * V C 



00 
3 ' 



o 

o 

a t 



c 
o 

V X 
U c 
C c 

B Cv 
vd 



3 H 3 
S <3 

E y 
00 ~ 
V y 
co X 

a> u 
00 > 



x n co co 



o 
c 

>> o 

- X 



— x 

~ x 

u 

o 



< 

£■ 

o 

a 



E 

rt 

V-< 

o 

X 

< 

X 

<U 



<L> 

> 

O 

00 



5 P 



rr> r\ ■ — 



3 

£ 



a} 

X 

3 

t?3 

V 

£ 



% £ u 

'w' w 
X co C 

u <D <U 

3 X X 
C 

<u 



§>T? X 



a 

x 



O co 

^ 3 

c c 

C3 V 

^ o 

c 

aj co 

x D 



o 
o 
a. 

»4— „ 

O c 



c 
w 
E 

d> 

Cl *a 



00 

c 

> 

‘3 

u 

P 



00 
CM 

c 

2 C 
« 2 
X 



<D 

3 

8 . § 

P o 

CN 



U 

X 



c 

D 



— XX co 

3 



„ >, 
op «o 

3 -5 

o g 

3 Ji 



S. Z ^ 2 .S > 



X) 

<D 

a 

o 

3 

> 

w 

X 



3 .S ^ 

o 
£ 



XI 

<U 

a 

_o 

V 

> 

d> 

X 



B 

rt 

_u 

X 

c 



X 

<y 

3 



<u 

"Bb 



X 0J 



c *-. 
'3 j 2 

uh "jj 

2 >. 
" X 






v .B v « 



00 co 
-E CO 
X c 
c .2 

.22 

£ x 

^ I 

b ^ 

a c 
3 <U 
O U 
U V 

co 

3 >- 

00 X 

X X 
w <u 
IX P 
O o 

c c£ 



CO — 

c 
o 



ra u, X 



3 

X 

.E 

co 

c 

o 

E 

C3 



CD 




t 


X 




<D 




>. 


> 


C 

C5 


<D 


OJ 

X 


r" 


> 


u. 


w 


O 


OJ 


« 


a. 

x 


-S 

O 


u, 




X 


>> 




3 




u 


c5 


1! 


V 

X 


co 

OJ 


O 






a 


c 


B 


X 




GO 


r3 


a 


X 


X 


C5 


B 


U 


00 




V 


a> 

X 


3 

D 


BP 


H 




3 




X 


C3 


co 

QJ 


3 

a> 


co 


rt 


s 


3 




X 


GO 


E 


.5 

CO 


X 

oj 


V 

X 


co 

3 


5 


3 

s 



3 

O 

E 

o 

a 

3 



C3 

a 



t3 CO w 



3 

O 

u 

X 

V 

Cl 

O 



co 3 

.g a 

X x 

C3 X 

a > 
x § 



i g 

<u 

E ^ 
8 *5 

c 

<u 



U w 

w <u 

cp > 
O 
00 



y u 

rt u 
3 3 

C ° 

8 .S 

u 

03 3 

# g 



a 

c 



CD 
V 

c 

p 

8 <B 
c ^ 
a> X 



c 

u, 

B 

S 

v 

x 



2 "5 c 



3 oj 
00 > 



<u o 

U 

x t: 

— 'i> 



op ^ 
E co 

S s 
% £ 



X o 

oj a> 
> u 
3 ^ 

QJ 0 " 

Cl, <u 
E x 



c 

o 



co 

N 



The state measure of child poverty used the District of Columbia, more than 25 percent 

in this year’s Data Book differs from the one of all children were poor in 1998. Among the 

used in Data Books prior to 2000. This year — states, the child poverty rate for 1998 ranged 

as in the past 2 years — we used information from a low of 11 percent in New Hampshire, 

from the U.S. Census Bureau’s Small Area to a high of 27 percent in New Mexico. 
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Rate of teen deaths by accident, homicide, and suicide 
(deaths per 100,000 teens ages 15-19): 1999 
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Percent of teens who are high school dropouts (ages 16-19): 1999 
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its score was not reported. In addition, the Special tabulations accessed online through 

data for 13 states (Arizona, California, Idaho, CDC WONDER at wonder.cdc.gov (January 5, 

Illinois, Indiana, Kansas, Maine, Michigan, Min- 1999). 1990 through 1995 data: Special tabu- 

nesota, Montana, New York, Oregon, and Ver- lations by NCHS, Division of Vital Statistics, 

mont) were published by the National Center “Deaths From 282 Selected Causes, by 5-Year 
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Children Under Age 6 in Paid Child Care Children Without Health Insurance: 1999 

While Parents Work: 1999 is the percent- is the percentage of children under age 18 

age of children under age 6 who spent who were not covered by health insurance at 

some time during the calendar year in paid any point during the year. Health insurance 

child care while their parent(s) worked. The includes private-sector insurance generally 
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SOURCE: Population Reference Bureau, 1997,” National Vital Statistics Reports , Vol. 47, 

analysis of data from U.S. Census Bureau, No. 18, (April 29, 1999), Table 46. 1996 data: 

1990 Summary Tape File 1 (STF 1) 100-Per- “Advance Report of Final Natality Statistics, 

cent Data, Table P011; and from U.S. Census 1996,” Monthly Vital Statistics Report, Vol. 45, 

Bureau, Census 2000 Summary File 1 (SF 1) No. 11, Supplement (June 30, 1998), Table 46. 
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